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ever was. fully perſ 


4 bis Nation owes. 1. its 0 
Happine , under * Ko 
| Princess, 10 the l 3 
1 and all its OE Wes 


Dedication. _ 
So I have ever thought my ſel 1 e 4 
in Dur m abe 


Recommend, on all juſt Occaſions, 


1 HU 5 7 


"thoſe 


1 Principleswhich, alone am Aegi de. 


fend the One, and inviolably ſecure the 


Other thiſe Eririci ples which are the 
grounde not only f 4 * and indifferent, 
| Submiſſion io the preſent Settlement, but 
of 4 wurm and bearty Approbation- of-#t 
and which , if they were untverſa ly re- 
ceivꝰd, could not hut bi gbly promote the = 
public Happineſs. And. 1 futter my ſelf, 


that the followin Sermon, as it is defign'd 
10 ſo good an end, home ver any part of it 


may differ from the Judgment of others, 
cannot greatly offend any, who * Love 
T their Queen, a. their LOWE: 


"My LORD, 


£1 hs foal only 11 my 5 "ER for | 1 
93 the Proſperity of this great City, on which 
Ny te a 5 4 the whole Nation ſo much 


- Om 1 


* 


| Dedication. 


depends : : And particularly that it may. 
ever be Govern'd with that Prudence, and 


Conant Hic! M LOFAlr if barb dif- 
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cover d in the Management of Your Beat 
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ons in 
laid” C own 7 1 nd | © 


the duty 


ter, the Duty c of Subjects to P 
: Autority is plainly | 
end of all Government,” 


Oben ae from "ua the As: kath 
here daliver' d . theſe twe Heads 


1 With rag fa Governours. A0 


e Governow . And Yew) | 
. The frſt thing we N + in 18, That 
the A} _ JOS that they ate ordained 
of G t their Autority is the 
4 ordinance of 35 oy That they are the 
2 Mini) ers of 6% „ „6. And fince an - 
Apoſtle hath ſo far Feed himſelf with 
hs matter of Government, as to ſay this, it 


1 


2 With Reſp 


— * 2 


cannot be amiſs in Us, who are to be guid- 
ed by his Directions, to examine in What 
Senſe this muſt be underſtood. Now one 
would think it next to impoſſible that any 
ſhould underſtand theſe, and the like Ex- 
Preſſions, to Hgniße that God had himſelf 
appointed for all the Kingdoms of the Earth, 
done particular formi of Government; an 
that all Deviations from that) or Alterations | 
in it, are unlawful, a8. hey are Trane: = 
N the pobtive.lafhi | 1 FE 
2 8 
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Gm perl may, Enit 3 
that there is not Me leaſt footſtep of this di- 
vine Inſtitution in all the accounts we have 
of the dealings of Providence with Man- 
| kind ; nor the leaft ground for ſuch an Opi- 
nion from Hiſtory, or the Reaſon of the 
thing. And in th e words of the Apoſtle now 
before us, Suppoſing He had confined them 
to the form of Government then in being at 
Rome, can any one imagine that He intend- 
ed to declare that the Roman Emperors, who 
at firſt manifeſtly-uſurp'd, and maintain't | 
their Autority by force of Arms, had theix 5 
Commiſſion immediately from God? Can 
any one imagine that He would not have 
faid the ſame things, had the Republic conti: 
nu d in all its former Rights, ' and anten 
Liberiy ? Or that He wor not have bien 89 
Obedience and — W. 7 
ject, from the ſame Topics? Nay, that He 
meant this of all ſorts of Supreme Powers, a "8 Las > 
of Magiſtrates in all forms of Government, WW >= 
evident from this, which he makes, ast 4 
were, the ground of all theſe forms of Ex- 
preſſions, v. I. That there is no Power but 
f Cod: Which certainly extends equally _ 


2 to mu who are * of: 8 fort of Pow Is 


* 


— 
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(4 7 ES 
er, -, to be exercis 24 for the Good of the Pub: — 
IP lick, and to all Species of Governments. . So 
| that it cannot be meant here of any one 
form, that it is of God, in any other Senſe, 
1 that in which it is true of all. And it 
being true of all in no other Senſe but this, 
| ___  Thatno Perſons are poſſeſs d of any Govern- 
ing Power for the Good of humane Society, 
but by the Providence of God, and by his 
Will either permitting or decreeing it: It 
can in no other Senſe be here meant of any 
one particular ſort of Governours, that er 
have their Autority from God. It is his 
Will indeed that there ſhould be Government 
in humane Societies, for the Peace, and 
1 Hlappineſs of Mankind: And ſo all Govern- 
1 ours, of what ſort ſoever, may be ſaid to be 
erdained by God, becauſe it is his Will that 
there ſhould be Governours; they may be 
ſtyl'd the Miniſters of God, becauſe they act 
his. Pleaſure whilſt they do. the Duty of 
good Governours ; and their Autority may 
1 de ſaid to be the ordinance of God, becauſe it 
1 is his Will that ſome Perſons ſhould be veſt- 
cd with Hutority for the good of humane 
FF ©: _ Society. And thus St. Peter. ſeems to un- 
1 8 this W in his firſt Epiſtle | 
EY CL 7 3 oP #: 


dg Cr TIF | 
Chap. 2. 13. where He ech calls the 
King, and Governours under Him, by the 
name of an humane Ordinance, becaule the 
particular Forms of Gm are of hu- 
mane Determination: And makes them no 
otherwiſe of divine Appointment, hat by) 
ſaying, v. 15. That it is the Will e 
they ſhould be obey d. Nay, it is ende , 
that what St. Paul ſaith here, is ſpokeff off 
all in Power and Autority; of the loweſt 
. of Magiſtrates, as well as the higheſt 
Prince upon Earth. They are all equally 
_ordain'd by God; their Autority equally tbe 
< Ras of God, and themſelves equally the 
Mini ſters of Gods And theſe things cannot 
be meant of them in any other ſenſe, but as 
they are by God's Providence poſſeſs d of 
> Tower and Autority; and as it is God's Will 
they ſhould be obey d in the due Execution 
of their Office: And therefore cannot be 
meant af the greateſt Prince in any other. 
2. We mayobſerve that it is declard here, 
: That the ſole end, and buſineſs of all Govern- - 
ing Power, is to conſult the good of humane 
Society, by: maintaining Peace and Virtue. 
in it. v. 3. Rulers, i. e. thoſe who faithful 
32 W the: Office of a. are not a 


e NS, 


terrour to god Warks, = fo the ie Ava 


and the Minit er of God likewiſe in another 
Senſe, vi. A Revenger to exec 


9 are laid to be continually attending” upon 
Beg very. Thing. In which account of Go- 


 Ritution, as He makes it the ground o 
Obedience to be paid to them. Vou ſee 


Perſons exalted by the immediate direction 


Homage of whole Nations; but as of Per- 


1 +0 ficult and laborious Task ; not to live in 


Night for the good of that Society i in which 
ſy e e * 1 4 indeed 


5 0 from 


te Wrath up- 
en 3 that doth Evil. And v. 6. Theſe Ru- 


v. 4. He, that 1s, e Who is truly a Govern- : 5 | 
our, is the Miniſter of God to thee for good, 


E. 4 it is not to be ſuppos d that the Apo- 
ſtle meant, that all of them did always per- 
form this good part; but that this was their 
great buſineſs, and the only end of their In- 


the 


* 


here that He doth not give an account of the 
Princes and Governours of this World, as of 


. of Heaven, to a heighth above their Neigh- 7 
e Arbitrators, at their own Plea- 
; ſures, of. the Lives and Fortunes of their 
Fellow-Creatures, and to receive the ſervile 
ſons call'd by the Providence of God to a dif- 


Eaſe and Delicacy,. but to watch Day and 
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2 from others by the Dis 


* 


indeed is a glorious Office: But the Glory 
of itdoth _ conſiſt i in the convent Maje- 


of the Supreme Head, to all the Members 
the Body Politic. Km that Governour Who 
383 the Character here laid down oY 
St. Paul; who is riot a-terrour to evil Works, 


but to god; who is not the Miniſt eo God 


to the Virtuous, and of Vengeance, to the 


Wicked only; and who is not continually - 


watching for the Goo 
mane Society, is not the Governour whom 


St. Paul means in this place, or to whom He 


bere preſſes Obedience: And much leſs, if 
He manifeſtly a 


bigs to his W ah, which. TY that * {ſhould 


1 . 4 v o { 1 2 Y | 
X 4 - - o 6 o- p * 8 
1 i - . b — k , . v4 = 
-r < 5 4 : 5 


rity; but — to make Greane more 
| capable bi fre ng the Public, and-confult- 
ing the Intereſt of the whole. Their Office 


ſty of . Q noum and the Servility of the I 1 
9 Subject; bur in ce Happineſs, and Peacez 
that is derivd from the Cares and Labours 


od and Happineſs of hu- . 


act contrary to the only end 
of his Inſtitution; and endeavour to ruine 
Fre Happineſs of that Society over which He 
is plac d. And this may ſerve to explain 
yet farther, in what ens theſe higher Pow- 
rs are from God; viz; As they act agreea- 


— * 4 a, 4 ea * * 
- 200 te % „% Rn — P—— — 8 
, 
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promote the Ha ng * Good of hu- 
mane Society, which? St. Paul all along ſup- 
| poſes them to do. And conſequently, when 
they do the contrary they cannot be ſaid 
be from God, or to act by his Autority, any 
more than an inferior Magiſtrate may be 
aid to act by a Prince's Autority, hilft He 
acts directly contrary to his Wil. Having 
thus laid before you what the Apoſtle hath 
here deliver'd with ref] a to e et 1 
come now, as 1 Ren, ts ++ ER 


II. To dot ker ns is - kinks ſaid; 4 


reſ pect to ee and their. 10. 
„„ 


441080 The Duty of ee Nee" Non-Re- 
| fiſtance is laid down in ſuch abſolute Terms, 
that many have been induc d from hence to 
think, That the Chriftian Religion denies 
the Subject all liberty of redreſſing the great- 
eeſt Grievances. Thus v. 2. Whoſoever there- 
fore reſiſteth the. Power, reſiſteth the Otdinance 
, God; and they that ef Hall receive to them- 
ſelves Damnation: And v. 5. berefore y. ye muſt 
needs. be Subject, not only: for Wrath," but alſo 
0 1 n i. e. Not on foi fear of 
| 1 Duni. 


*S 


Gp 


Puniſhment: ber out of a Senſe of L Duty. . 
Thoſe who do not examine into the foun- 
dation upon which the Apoſtle builds this 
Doctrine, and into the whole of what he de- 
livers, may indeed be apt to think that in 
theſe Words there is little Relief allow'd 
to Subjects, tho'lying under the greateſt Op- 
preſſions imaginable : And yet methinks, 
on the other hand, if the Apoſtle had done 
nothing but enforc d the duty of Obedience 
upon he Subject, it would be reaſonable to 
judge from the Nature of the Thing, and. 
the Abſurdities of the contrary, that He 
meant this only as a general Rule in all or- 
dinary Caſes, rather than to imagine that 
He ſhould abſolutely conchide whole Na- | 
tions under Miſery and Slavery without 
hopes of Redreſs. But I obſerve'” 
2. That the Apoſtle doth himſelf: ſo ex- 
plain his own Doctrine in this very place, 
by the reaſons He gives for this C Obedience in 


Subjecks, and the account He gives of the .- 


Duty of Governours, as to leave Subject, all 
the ben) they can | reaſonably defire. For 
_ tho? Hedoth at firſt preſsupon'them, in un- 
limited Words, an Obedience. and Non-re- 
1 e to the e Powers ; yet He mant- 

el "ny 


1 


(& Þ TY 
feſtly afterwards limits this Obedience to fuch 
Rulers, as truly anſwer the end of their In- 
ftitution. The reaſon He gives for Submiſ- 
fron, is this, v. 2. For Rulers are not a Ter- 
rour to good Works, hut to the Evil; And v. 4. 
Their buſineſs is declar'd to be the execution 
of {Wrath upon him that doth Evil; and the 
neceſſity. of Submiſſion is inferr'd from 
hence, v. 5. Wherefore ye muſt needs be ſubject, - 


not only for Wrath,” but for Conſcience ſake : 
that is, It js your Duty to obey the Supreme 
Power, betauſe the great end of all humane 
Autority is the good of the Publick; that 
be wsd an Weir Pro- | 
perties, and all Violence, and Diſorder, and 
Unhappineſs in humane Society, be pre- 
vented and punifh'd/; and becauſe it is your 
Duty to promote that good end. Now this 
being the Argument of the Apoſtle; all that 
we can poſſibly collect from his In junctions 
in this place is this, That it is the indiſ- 
penſable Duty of Subjects to ſubmit them 
elves to ſuch Governours as anſwer the good 
end of their Inſtitution 5 to ſuch Rulers as 
He here deſcribes; ſuch as are tot u Terrour | 
to good Works, but to the Evil; ſuch as pro- 
mote the pnblick good, and are continually 
Ht os RE 


< 11 5 
attending upon ibis very thing. To theſe the 
profoundeſt Reverence, and the loweſt Sub- 
miſſion is due, as to the greateſt Bleſſings a 
Society can enjoy; and reſiſtance to theſe 
is a moſt unpardonable Sin. Thus far the 
ApoRle's Reaſoning holds, and it holds 
equally under all forms of Govern ment. For 
the end of all Government is one and the 
ſame, whether it be lodg'd in the Breaſt . 
and Will of a fingle Perſon, or in the uni- 
ted Counſels and Decrees of many. And 
if the End of it, which is the public Hap- 
pineſs of Mankind, be truly anſwer'd, all 
Diſobedience, and Refiſtance is inexcuſa- 
ble. 4 
The Argument indeed hid the Apoſtle ; 
firſt uſes for this Obedience in Subject, ſeems 
diſtinct from this, iz. That their Gover- 
noürs are of God, and ordain'd of God, and 
the Miniſters of God: But having 155 that 
the meaning of this can only be, that it is 
his Will that they enjoy this Power for the 
public Good, it will only follow from hence, 
that therefore they are to be obey'd in the 
due execution of his Will. As far as they 
deflect from his Will, ſo far they looſe their 
n to | theſe] Declarations of the gre 
111 Cc 2 . 
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and ſo far are they excluded out of his Ar- 


g gument, as He himſelf afterwards explains 


it. It is a good Argument, Theſe Perſons 
are the Miniſters of God for the good of hu- 
mane Society; therefore they mult be obey d. 
But it will not follow from hence, that Obe- 
dience is due to them, if they deſtroy, and 
ruine the Happineſs of humane Society. 
But let us ſuppoſe that they are of God 
in the higheſt Senſe poſſible; that by 
his immediate Direction they particularly 
are appointed to Rule and Govern in the 
Kingdoms of this World. Well, let us 
then conſider for what End and Purpoſe they 
are appointed to this Honour: And that, 
it is agreed on all hands, is the public Hap- 
pineſs of Mankind. I cannot ſee even up- 
on this ſuppoſition, that an unlimited Sub- 
miſſion is due to them. For they were plac'd 
in Autority for this good end only; and 
they had Power er by God for this 
purpoſe only. If therefore they uſe their 
Autority to any other purpoſe; to the Hurt 
and Prejudice of humane Society, as they 


* 


and their Wills forc d by God himſelf, theß 
act not in any ſuch Inſtances, by Autority 


- 


may do, unleſs they are immed iately directed, 10 


- @* 


on ay 7: 
from God, but contrary tò his Will: Nor can 
they, in ſuch inſtances, be call'd his Vice-ge> 
rents without the higheſt Profaneneſs.: And 
therefore to oppoſe them in ſuch eaſes can 
not be to oppoſe the Autority of God. Nay, 
= afſive-Non-Reſiftance would appear, upon 
examination, to be a much greater oppoſiti- 
on to the Will of God, than the contrary. 
poſition, appointed this Perſon; yet His 
chief Deſign in this, being the Good, and 
Happineſs of Society; tamely to ſit fill, 
ank ſee that entirely Ruin and Sacrifed 
to the irregular Will of one Man; ſeems a 
greater Contradiction to the Will, and De- 
ſign of God; than any Oppoſition can be: 
For it is a tacit Conſent to the Ruine and 


Muiſery of Mankind, whoſe public Peace 


and Happineſs is the ſole end of Govern- 
ment, as well if it be appointed by God 

himſelf, as if it be purely of humane Inſti- 
tution. But the Apoſtle makes no ſuch ſup-- 


(em) © 

may judge from what I have faid, how little 
ground there is from any thing here deliver d 
by St. Faul, to argue to ſo unlimited a Sub. 
miſſion as ſome inculcate. For we ſee He 
hathi his Eye all the way upon the end of all 
Government; and founds his precepts upon 
this Suppoſition, that the Rulers anſwer that 
good end. If they do not; or if they ſet 
themſelves to 2 ir by Oppreſſion, 
Violence and Injuſtice, Invading and 
Deſtroying the public Ha ppineſs, and by 
bringing on public Miſeries; the "Apoſtle 
ſeems not to 'think of recommending Sub-. 
mifſſion to the Subject. For vhilſt He com- 
mands Submiſſion, He puts no caſe of Prin- 
res acting contrary to the purpoſe of their 
Inſtitution, and the ſole huſineſs of their 
Office 3 much leſs, of Princes who make an 
expreſs Contract with their People, and 
tale ſolemn Oaths to preſerve their Rights 
and Tiberties ; and afterwards break thro? 
all theſe Ties to invade. their Happineſs. 
Nor doth He mention any thing of a Paſſive 
. Submiſſon in ſuch caſes; but plainly leaves 
Nations to the dictates of common 'Senfe, 
and the powerful Law of Self. preſervation: 
 ""_ this: under all forms of Govern ment 
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a) | 
equally; For the moſt Atkins Prince in 
the World hath no more Right to make his 
Subjects Miſetable, than oh moſt Limite; 
tho the one may attempt it with greater 
Aggravations than the other. The —— 

is ty d up by the Laws of Nature, and Rea- 
ſon, and oblig'd by the very end of his 
Exaltation; as. truly as the latter ãs by writ- 
ten Laws, or by ſolemn Promiſe: And Sub- 
miſſion to the one, i in inſtances of Violence 
and Oppreſſion; is n0 1 more due than Sub- 
miſſſion to the other. For tho his Kutority, = 
in carrying forward the End of his Power 
canrot be refiſted without the higheſt Guilt; 
vet his Autority in acting contrary to that 
_ find may be oppos d without the ſhadgwiof 
Crime; nay, with Honour and Glory. 
He is ſecure no farther than Force and Pow- 
er ſecure Him; and what He gets by Vio- 
lence may be demanded again, and can on- 
ly be maintain d by the fame. Violence, 
which firſt put him in the poſſeſſion of it. 
And as this is true of an abſolute Monarch; 
ſo it is as true, that, ſhould all who are poſ- 
ſeſs d of Power, in any other form of Go- 
vernment, Conſent, and Agree, to enſlave 
the are committed by Providence to 
„„ 5 1 ND their 
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their Care, anll to male them Miſerable; 
there is nothing in Nature, or in the Chti: 
ſtian Religion, that can kinder that People 
from redreſſing their Grievances, and from 
anſwering the Will of Almighty God ſo far 


as to preſerve and ſecure the Ha ene of 
the public Society. 
But ſome may ſay, where then is the : 
great Virtue of Submiſſion to Governours, if 
it be to be practis d towards none but ſuch. 
as anſwer the ends of their Inſtitution ? But 
it is eaſie to Reply, That there is an indif- 
penſable Duty upon all, Subjects as well as 
others, to regard the public Intereſt ; and if 
their Submiſſion help to deſtroy and ruine 
that, their Submiſſion cannot be a Virtue. 


It is due to Governours not for their own ſake, 


but merely for the ſake of public Happineſs; 


and therefore can only be Praiſe-worthy, 
hen it joins to promote that; and muſt dege- 
nerate into a Crime, (tho it may be accompa- 
ny'd with many Virtues) when it forlakes 
the view of that, and betrays it into the 
Hands of Alb ichen and Violence. 4 
The great Objection againſt this, tho it 
be all Founded upon the will of God, who. 
GY defires the Ha n of public Socie- 


<4 „ ties, 
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SubjetFs to diſturb, and oppoſe their- Sy - 
riours. But certainly,” a Rule is not'there- 
fore bad, becauſe” Men may miſtake in the 


Application of it to particular Inſtances; 
or becauſe evil Men may, under the Um- 
brage of it, ſatisfie their own Paſſions,” and 


unenton abc Humours; tho' "theſe latter, D7 
as they are diſpos d to public Diſturbances, 


would certainly find out ſome other Pretence 
for their Behaviour, if they wanted this. 
The contrary Doctrine to what I have been 


delivering, we know by an almoſt fatal Ex- 
perience, may be very much abus d; and 
yet that is not the Reaſon why it ought to 


very Man is to give an Account for his Sins; : 
and the Greatneſs of the Guilt of thoſe, 
- who, under any Pretence whatſoever, di- 


| ſturb the Government of ſuch 'as:a& the Part | 


of good Rulert; is ſo great, that there can- 
not be à ſtronger Motive than this againft 
Reſiſtance and Oppoſition | to ſuch. For 
They that reſiſt Mull receive to theraſekves Dam- 
nation, is pronounce” againſt fuchꝰa Reſiſt- 
J and if Mem will not regard ich a 


«Dechitution, who(cawhelp/ir? The Truth 


ught . vonceald, or to ſuffer in the 


D | Opi- 


ties, is this, That it may give occaſion to 


be rejected, but becauſe it is not true. E- 
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Opinions of Men, for the ſake 18 aceidental 


 Inganyertience,... Fn 


„Thus have I ede voti d to giveia | inns 
count of what St. Paul hath-in this Chapter de- 
liver'd concerning Governours and Subjects. 
And tho ſome may perhaps be apt A this 
by the name of Politics, and ta cenſure it as 
foreign to our Office ext this Place (which Z 
they are ſure to do then only when their own 
"Notions are contradicted;) yet I muſt de- 
clare, that I cannot think it an unbecoming, 
org even an unneceſſary part of our Care to 
ſettle the meaſures of Chriſtian Duty in all 
caſes, or to endeavour to give a true Expli- 
. of what ſo great an Apoſite hath deli- 

er d with ſome vehemence;arjd as a Matter 
* great importance. All that have now at- 
tempted is to explain what an inſpir'dPerſon 
wrote: And if this Explication be juſt, the 
cenſure muſt light at Jaſt upon the "Apoſtle 
bimſelf; who, | cannot but think;kriew-ve- 
ry well what beta me e ice; and What 
helong dito his Province. 
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- Hh tho Raw finiched what Lat l ors 
io 'deygthfttalhentreatyour Patience, auhiilſt 
fherſto joudomefutther Conſdtrat ions not 
unſuitable to theĩ preſent Oecaſion. Anditheſe, 
aue mne wal don bon eat b . 
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been diſcoursd concerning the End and Pur- 
poſe of all Government, whether that of Prin- 
ces, or that of inferior Magiſtrates; and will 
Aden of « good Go- 

3 3647 19442 n 


ſerve to give us a complete 


— 


. ²ͤ TN WA 
. It is highly requiſite that all in Autority 
ſhould be happy in a public Spirit, and a true 


regard to the public Intereſt. For it being the 
only end for which they are cloathed, Witti Au- 


tority,to ſerve the Publicand promotetheHap- = 


pineſs of that; if they be led by private Inte- 


ort 


| 1 20) 
great end of his Office is the Puniſhment of thoſ theſ 2 
who do Evil, and the Praiſe of them who do Well, 
there will be but little heart to proſecute this, 
unleſs there be firſt a full perſuaſion that there. 
15 an effential difference between Good and E- 
vil ; that the practice of all Virtue will make a 
Nation Happy, and the practice of Vice de- 
rive Curſes and Ruine upon a People, as well 
in the nature of the thing it ſelf as in the de- 
cree of Almighty God. A Ruler that-firmly be- 
Heves this will act his part with ſome Zeal and 
Concern ; and it will tenderly affect his Mind, 
to ſee his Country likely to be undone by De- 
bauchery; and he will employ his Thoughts 
Day and Night, how to reform the Manners 
of Men; or, at leaſt, how to put a ſtop to the 
| Impudence of thoſe who will not be reform'd. 
But particularly, 
3. There muſt be a great love to Juſtice, and 
a great regardto Peace. The one engages a Go- 
vernour todo that which is exactly right between 
Man and Man; and the other influences him 
to reconcile the contend) ing and quarelling parts 
of Mankind; and ſoften the Hearts of Men 
into Love and Friendſhip. This Juftice which 
I here ſpeak of, tho” it muſt not act blindfold, 
yet it muſt be blind to alloutward regards, and 7 
all Perſons: And nothing of Intereſt, or-of Par- 
ty, or of ns Reſ pect or Pkg aught 
ee 
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ever to {way in the Aiftribution of Rewards 
and Puniſhments: Which do but little Service 
to the cauſe of Honeſty and Virtue, unleſs when 
it is apparent that they are diſpens'd for the 
ſake of Virtue it felf, and not on any baſe and 
| ſordid accounts. And if the ſtricteſt Juſtice 
ſhould once be diſregarded, and unjuſt Judg- 
ments come into uſe, the great end. of Magi- 
; ſtracy is perverted, _— the Happineſs of So- 
ciety ſhaken: And every ſtep this way would 
bea ſtep to public Miſery. And then where 
there is not a ſacred regard to Peace, there will 
be no compaſſion for the Diviſions and Heats 
of a Nation; and conſequently no advances. 
made towards an univerſal Love and Friend- 
ſhip; the want of which alone muſt one time 
or other bring about the Ruine of a Nation. 
4. To all other Qualifications there muſt be 
. 0 a blameleſs Example. The reaſon is, 
becauſe every thing that tends to promote Re- 
ligion and Happineſs in a Society, is the con- 
cern of all who have Autority in it. Now it is 
with thoſe who are to puniſh Vice and protect 
Virtue, juſt as it is with thoſe who are to teach 
the practice of Virtue, and the abhorrence of 
Vice. It is an Obſervation eafie and obvious to 
every body, that thoſe who are the Preachers of 
4 Righteoulnels do nogreat ſervice to the —M 
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but perhaps of contraty, if their Examples un 
5 hap he contradi& their Precepts. And it is cer- 

_ tain ly the ſame with reſpect to thoſe whoſe bu- 
fel it is to puniſh Vice. If whilſt they puniſh 
it in Inferiors, © they themſelves are known to 
be guilty of! it, the correction indeed may make 


the Offender avoid the light; but it will never 


make him in love with Virtue. He will be a pt 


to think He is puniſh'd only becauſe He is 


or, and not conſiderable enough to be in Of. 
ce himſelf: And may be harden'd to Vice 
_ whilſtHeſees Men making Uſe of their Autori- 
ty in puniſhing others, only as it were fora 
"Screen to their own greater Indulgence. © 


You ſee from hence what a concern there 


lies upon all in Autority from the higheſt to 
the loweſt; that Magiſtracy is not a Matter of 
Pomp and Retinue, to attract the Eyes, and 
raiſe the Wonder of the Multitude; but a Bu- 
fines of labour and difficulty, to be underta- 


ken with ſeriouſneſs, and to be manag 0 with 


the greateſt Prudence and Conduct. 
It is the invaluable Happineſs of this King- 4 
dom, to ſee all theſe Qualifications united in its 
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Supreme Governour; who ſeems to know no 


greater Satisfaction than what ariſes from the 
good Eſtate of the Public, and who directs all 
her Cares not to make der felf Great, but her 


Sub- 


\ 


75 expoſe the Principles upon which our preſent 
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Subj os 8 Such an Example, one would 
| think cannot but influence all who are in Au- 
 tority under Her, to promote the ſame good 
End, the public Happineſs. We are in many 
Thing s the Envy, as well as the Wonder, of... 
other 8 Our Liberties ſtill preſery d; 
Our Conftitution ſtill happily temper d; and 
the Profeſſion, of our Religion (till ſecure. But 
we want many things. to make the poſſeſſion 
of theſe. great Bleſſings certain and. laſting to 
us ; but eſpecially an. univerſal Practice of Vir- | 
tue, and a Spirit of Peace and Love. It is your 
reat Concern ( ſpeak to all who bear any Of- 
{2 in this great City) to promote the practice 
of Virtue and of Peace. The former is diſcou- 
gd and endanger d by every public Act of 
Profaneneſs, and Irreligion; which ought 
therefore to be ſeverely Paniſh'd, leſt the Poi- 
ſon ſhould work it ſelf inſenfibly from ſome 
Parts into the whole Body. And the latter is 
highly endanger d by all Men of Paſſion and 
f Violence; by thoſe who vent ſich Principles 
as, in effect, call in queſtion Her Majeſty 8 Ti- 
tle to the Crown; by thoſe who deride and 
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Eſtabliſhment, and all our future Hopes are 
founded; and b all whoſe buſineſs it is to raife 
mutual Jealouſi les and Heats amongſt us. Such 
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as theſe, it is too well known, GTG them⸗ 
ſelves every Day in open light : And ſhall not 
others be as ready to preſerye the public Hap- 
"= as theſe Men ate'to Ak it? Or is 
there no wayrof redreſfing ſuch public and ſuch 
Adieſtructive Evils? It is a ſhame to a Nation not 
to have good Laws ; but it is a much greater 
Thame to have them, and not to put them in 
Execution. It is a ſhame to a Nation that there 

- ſhould anyperſons belong to it, ſo little ſenſible 
of the Happineſs it enjoys, as to Libel and Di- 
ſturb ſuch a Queen and ſuch a Government: 
But it is a greater ſhame that no Method ſhould 
be found of annexing Puniſhments to what ſo 
highly deſerves it. Let it, therefore, appear that 
Lou are truly ſenſible of the Nature and d of 
your Frufts, by your hearty Endeavours to pro- 
mote the Happineſs of the Public. Let a true 
regard to that diſcover it ſelf in all your Pro- 
ceedings. Let your. Exam ples allure to Virt 1 5 
as well as your Puniſhments deterr from View +>. 
Ss Jig your Zeal diſcover it ſelf againſt the Ene. 
. mies of Religion, and of the Public Peace. We... -- 
it be ſeen that you bear not the Sword in vain. I 
Thus you will make 255 City a Praife i in the _ 
Sele Earth, and "draw 1 25 Bleſfip aa 5 
Heaven yo” the whole Nation. 1 
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